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$ 4298 Elysian Fields Avenue-8
s New Orleans, LA 70122-3896
b.

● Telephone (504) 589-7166●~**
Fax (504) 589-4657

February10,1998

98 N~ 17. .

CERTIFIED MML
T~

Mr. StevenR. Grinstea~ President and CEO
FreshAmericaCorporation
6600LBJFreeway,Suite 180
Dallas,Texas 75240

DearMr. Grinstead:

An inspectionof FreshAmericaof Lotisi~% dbaBano Quality PKxIucts, Inc., 6930 South
ChoctawDrive,BatonRouge, hmisi~ a preparedcut vegetableprocessor, was conductedby
the Foodand DrugAdministrationon January27-29,1998. Duringthat inspection our
investigatorsdocumentednumemus insanitaryconditionswhichcausesyour cut vegetable
productsto be adulteratedwithin the meaningof Section402(a)(4)of tie Federal Fo@ Dmg and
CosmeticAcg in that the products wereprep-packed or held under insanitaryconditions
wherebythey may have become contaminatedwithfilth.

Objectionableinsanitaryconditionsnotedincluded: (1) shreddedvegetableproducts indirect
contactwith numerousinsanitary objects,includingthe metalhoist chaiq hoist electricalcoI@
and the rusty weldedwater flumq (2) employeeshandlinginsanitaryobjects, such as plastic
cratebottoms,rubberhose, and hoist electricalCO* then contactingAmMd bell peppers;(3)
employeesallowingtheir clothing to directlycontactshreddedvegetables;(4) condensate
drippingfim phstic pipes onto shreddedvegetables;(5) inadequatewashingand sanitizingof
processingequipment;(6) encrustedresidues~m previousoperationson lmivesused to cut
vegetablesand in crates used to hold cutvegetables;(7) vegetablespicked UPilom the floorand
placedback into pmductiom an~ (8) perforatedplasticcratescontahingwhok pealedonionsin
directcontactwithcooler walls and plasticcurtainsin coolerdomvays.

Theaboveidentificationof violationsis not intendedto be an all-inclusivefistof deficienciesat
your fuility. It is your responsibilityto assureadherencewith each requirementof the Good
ManufmturingPracticeRegulations.

Youshouldtakeprompt action to correctthesedeviations. Failure to promptlycorrectthese
deviationsmay result in regulatoryactionwithoutfhrthernotice. This may includeseizure
and/orinjunction
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You shouldnotifj this oflice in writing, within 1Sworkingdaysof r=ipt of this letter, of the
steps takento correctthe noted violations, including ~ explmationof -ch step taken to prevent
the recurrenceof similar violations. If corrective actioncannot be completed within 15 working
days, state the reasonfor this delay and the time within whichthecorrectionswill be completed.

Your responseshouldbe directed to Richard D. Debo, ComplianceOffi=, U.S. Food and Drug
Administration 4298 Elysian Fields Avenue, New Orleans,Louisi~ 70122-3896, telephone
number (504)589-7166. Should YOUhave any quwtiom concerningtie Contentsof this letter, or
if you desirea meetingwith the agency staff, do not hesitateto contactMr. Debo.

uJamesE. Garnet
DistrictDirector
NewOrleansDistrictOffice

Enclosure: FDA-483

cc: Mr. SamualJ. Montalbano, Director of Operations
FreshAmericaof Louisiana
dba BanoQualityProduce, Inc.
6930SouthChoctawDrive
BatonRouge,Louisiana 70806
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